XV, iv]   THE AFRICAN CHURCH: TERTULLIAN         537
the impression that the problems involved in the conflict of
gnosticism, Marcionism, and Monarchianism with the Logos
theology, problems which originated entirely in Greek thought,
seriously disturbed the African church. Tertullian deals with all
these questions in his own vehement fashion, but nowhere makes
mention of any ecclesiastical counter-measures adopted by his
countrymen. For him it is a purely theoretical conflict, which in
his own fashion he brings to a victorious issue; and as its outcome
he puts forth a series of simple formulations which, taken in
conjunction with the baptismal confession as the regula fideiy
contain the epitome of the faith. This method was evidently
suited to the sentiments and to the comprehension of African
churchmen, and his formulas of the one Substance and three
Persons of the Trinity, and of the two Substances in Christ1, did
in fact anticipate the final issue of the dogmatic controversies of
the fourth and fifth centuries.
The African church was more vitally affected by the Christian
persecutions, and in his apologetic writings Tertullian not only
combated paganism in theoretical debate but appealed with legal
arguments to the conscience of the State officials and with moral
arguments to his readers among the pagan public. He can write
with flaming eloquence in defence of the standards of Christian
life and can describe with wonderful effect the true sense of
Christian fellowship. Because in his own experience the Christian
religion had brought him deliverance from moral inferiority, he
knew how to present this aspect of Christianity in all its force; but,
on the other hand, he was passionately sensitive when he saw this
aspect of it imperilled in the Church itself.
Thus he went over to Montanism at the time when it was
winning adherents in Africa and became a fanatical protagonist of
the new movement. This in the meantime had lost its original
character and become a movement of reaction in favour of the
ideals of the Primitive Church, combining a tradition of harsh
austerity with the cultivation and recognition of spiritual pro-
phetism in opposition to the new-formed officialdom of the Church.
This brought him into sharp opposition to the native church of
Africa, with its hierarchical organization, and to many customs of
the community, which seemed to him illegitimate concessions to
the world.
But in a vigorous pamphlet he also attacked the Roman bishop
Callistus, on the ground that Callistus wished to allow the restora-
tion of repentant sinners to the Church, even in cases of transgres-
1 Tertullian, adv. Prax. 2, 6, u.